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5  YEAR TH

5 weeks (1 hour each)
13 lessons 

Aim of Unit of Learning;
To explore the theme iCurate, students will research curation, respond to the art

classroom through design thinking and experimental drawing, and create a digital
exhibition with a focus on composition, balance, and space.

1xlASD
1xlSLD
2xlDyslexia
1xlRAG
1xlAnxiety

iPadlschooll

11 Learnersl



Learning Outcomes
Learning outcomes for unit of learning 
Research → Respond → Create 
Cross Curricular Link – Construction
Technology (Leaving Cycle)

This project links to creative careers:
• Curatorship
 • Interior design
 • Architecture
 • Visual culture / critical culture (NCAD)
 • Digital portfolio preparation

Art History and Archives 
Art photography and presevation 

Critical and Creative Thinking
Information Processing
Communicating
Being Personally Effective
Working With Others

KEY SKILLS



Layers of Learning
• Curatorial Thinking – selection, editing, audience
 • Visual Literacy – discussing artwork and meaning
 • Digital Skills – MetaSteps exhibition building
 • Portfolio Skills – digitising work (Adobe Scan)
 • Artist Response 
IInterior Design and Archetecture
 • Digital Tools – QR codes, exhibition links
 • Independent Learning – planning, deadlines
 • Literacy, Oracy, Numeracy throughout (see
planning)
Leaving Cert Journal + VC:TW:Art in the environment 

Learning Beyond the Classroom
• Virtual museum tours
 • VR exhibition viewing
 • Creative career awareness and
courses in Ireland 
 • Portfolio preparation- For Fine art,
Design and Achetecture 
Digital tools used:
 ArtSteps . MetaSteps • Adobe Scan •
QR Codes - Virtual Reality



Visual Aid of Basic Art Classroom Room 101



Cross Curricular:
Construction Studies / Architecture – understanding how spaces are designed for purpose and
how galleries organise physical environments.

Layers of Learning:
Introduction to curatorial practice and exhibition design.
Understanding how artworks are selected and presented for an audience.
 Awareness of careers in curation, gallery work and museum practice.

LESSON 1
Introduction to iCurate and Curatorial Thinking

What Is a Curator? 



LESSONl2
Developing Exhibition Ideas

AE

ME

AE



LESSON 3
Deepening Exploration of Theme: iCurate

Cross Curricular:
 Art History / Visual Culture – researching contemporary curators and artists.
Layers of Learning:
 Research skills and understanding archives, collections and exhibition history.
 Learning how to analyse and respond to artists and curators.

ME

MEAE

YM



LESSON 4
DEVELOPMENT OF IDEAS 1 

ME

YM

AE

Cross Curricular: English – structuring written ideas and defining clear concepts.
Layers of Learning:
 Theme development and conceptual thinking for Leaving Certificate project work.
 Understanding how curators develop exhibition concepts and narratives.



Cross Curricular:Construction Studies / Architecture – measuring space
and planning layout of an interior environment. Maths: Scaleing the
measurements down and testing methods of measuring. 
Layers of Learning:Understanding spatial planning and exhibition
design.Connecting art with interior design and architecture careers.

LESSON 5
Observing and Measuring the Space ME

ME

ME
Numeracy 



Cross Curricular:  Design / Interior Design – exploring how artwork interacts
with interior environments.
Layers of Learning: Visual experimentation and creative ideation. Learning how
curators test ideas through visual planning and spatial exploration.

AE

ME

LESSON 6
Drawing on Photographs of the classroom 101

ME

AE



Cross Curricular: Philosophy / Visual
Culture – discussing meaning,
interpretation and audience
experience.
Layers of Learning: Developing critical
thinking and visual literacy.
Understanding how curators shape
meaning through selection and
interpretation.

LESSON 7
TUTORIAL DISCUSSION AND CURATORIAL DECISION MAKING



Cross Curricular: Technology / Digital Learning – using digital exhibition
building software.
Layers of Learning: Understanding how exhibitions exist in digital and virtual
spaces.
 Introduction to digital curation and online gallery platforms.

LESSON 8
Digital Exhibition Introduction(artsteps) + Metasteps 



Layers of Learning: Portfolio preparation – learning how
to digitise artwork clearly for portfolios, submissions
and exhibitions. 
Digital archiving – documenting artwork to prevent loss
or damage and maintain a professional record of work.
 Curatorial practice – understanding how artwork is
submitted and selected digitally for exhibitions.
 Photography – understanding how artwork is
documented and presented professionally.

LESSON 9
Di Preparing Artwork for Digital Exhibition and Portfolio

AE

AE

AE

AE



LESSON 10
Primary Source Interior Study and Exhibition Planning 

AE AE

ME
YM



Layers of Learning:  Time management and project development skills.
 Learning how artists and curators review, refine and develop work over time
 Personal Learning / Career Education – managing long term creative projects.

LESSON 11
Continuing Development and Preparing for Digital Exhibition 

AE

ME



Assessment for Learning 
Formative Assessment
 • Questioning and class discussion
 • Sketchbook development and annotations
 • Peer feedback and reflection
Summative Assessment
 • Digital exhibition
 • Curatorial explanation
 • Presentation of exhibition decisions

One example of Rubric 

LESSONl12
Finalising Exhibition + Writing Curatorial Explanation

iCurate



Cross Curricular: Communication studies / English:
presenting and explaining ideas clearly. 
Layers of Learning: Presentation skills and reflecting on
creative work. Self/ Peer Assessment. Visual and critical
language. Using Key word banks for critical culture critic. 

LESSON 13
Research

Students work 



Students work 



 1. What have you learned during the PME that informed your artist–teacher
practice?
• Bringing my own practice into teaching by combining my interest in curation, visual culture and
education
 • Designing the iCurate unit pushed me to take creative risks and explore contemporary exhibition
practice with students
 • The theme iCurate allowed students to develop personal sub themes, which led to very individual and
thoughtful exhibitions. 
 • Using reflection and design thinking to adapt lessons when plans or technology changed

2. In what respect has your teaching developed and matured?
• Becoming more confident balancing creative exploration with clear structure through Learning
Intentions and Success Criteria
 • Encouraging discussion and critical thinking, particularly around curatorial decisions and visual culture
 • Learning to adapt and problem solve when lessons did not go exactly as planned
 • Supporting students to take ownership of their work and decisions

3. What factors contributed most to your development as an artist–teacher?
• Designing and delivering a new unit of learning connected to my dissertation on curatorial practice
 • Pushing my own creative limits and creating something contemporary and meaningful for students
 • My experience of dyslexia, which encouraged me to prioritise visual learning, clarity and inclusive
teaching
 • Seeing students developing quickly based on my teaching
Peer learning and honest critics with friends in the course post assesments 

REFLECTION

THANK YOU
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